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40 for 40 and then some: 

Breaking
Chains
H o n d u r a s

       March 2014

Break’s over: BC 
children head back 
to school
By courtney Mathews

-LINKED-
The new Honduran school year is officially underway, 
and we are so excited to watch what happens this year 
with our Breaking Chains students. 

Thanks to the generosity of several U.S. donors, all of 
our Breaking Chains children are sponsored to attend 
school this year. 

Pamela and Nayeli are heading back for another year 
at Santa Monica School. Pamela is in sixth grade and 
Nayeli is in fifth. Please keep these girls in your prayers 
as they handle keeping up with their tougher academic 
schedules this year. 

Also enrolled in Santa Monica for the first time this 
year are siblings Henyi and Tobasqui. Both students 
were sponsored to attend public school last year and, 
after noting their academic success, we decided to 
enroll them in private education. So far, they are lov-
ing making friends and being challenged in their new 
environment. 

Arol and Escarlen are now in third grade at Interamer-
ican School. They have loved Interamerican ever since 
they began, and this year is no different. However, with 
each passing year, their schedules have gotten a little 
tougher. This year will be especially difficult as they are 
challenged to read and write more in English. Please 
keep them in your prayers as they tackle the new year. 

Jonathan, Dayana and Melvin are each returning to 
Interamerican in second grade, first grade, and kinder-
garten, respectively. Jonathan is a truly bright child and 
learning is a joy for him. Dayana is intelligent as well, 
but at times struggles behaviorally in the more struc-
tured environment. And Melvin, who is normally shy,  
loves interacting with his classmates each day. 

Rosie is also starting school for the first time this year 
as a kindergartner at Interamerican. She loves learn-
ing and so far is thriving in the social aspect as well. 
Alba is in kindergarten in public school this year and is 
proud to show us her homework every day after class. 

Thank you to the wonderful sponsors who bless these 
11 children’s lives by giving them a quality education. 
Please keep the students in your prayers this year! 

Arol and Jonathan showing off 
some of their supplies before the 
first day of school. 

Nayeli (left) and Tobasqui (right) in 
their uniforms after school. 
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We keep thinking time will slow 
down from one month to the next. 
I don’t have a clue what happened 
to February, only that we are well 
into school, school, school. And 
we’re thrilled to see our teens loving 
their classes.

All of our single teens are enrolled 
in school and are attending classes. 
We’re extremely proud to see how 
proud they feel of themselves. A 
few of the kids have even had to 
temporarily leave the building 
for various rule-breaking yet still 
continued going to class despite 
having to spend the night outside 
our building. We have always seen 
kids make mistakes and usually 
that means they quit whatever trade 
or school they started. So we are 
proud of these teens for continuing 
to attend in spite of punishment. 

The truth is we’re working with 
kids who have lived most of their 
lives in survival mode. The ways 
of the street are difficult to walk 
away from cold turkey. If we can 
get our kids to see past today and 

look toward tomorrow, God is truly 
working some miracles. 

We’re so proud of Dixon, Sara and 
Santoni who are enrolled in the 
same high school together. They 
attend in the evenings, and they’re 
each looking for jobs or waiting 
to hear back about a trade school. 
Trade schools in Honduras often 
start later than the regular schools 
because they usually wait until they 
have enough kids enrolled to begin 
classes. These three leave early 
for class every evening with their 
uniforms on, ready to learn. Their 
eagerness is simply one of the most 
precious sights. We’re so grateful 
to Sara’s sponsor who is taking care 
of her education costs. Dixon and 
Santoni are still in need of monthly 
sponsors for $50 per month. 

Antonio is one of the only teens 
not enrolled with a buddy in his 
program. He has been a part of our 
ministry off and on for several years 
now, and he has enrolled in several 
schools and programs without ever 
learning to read. He’s never stuck 

with anything in the past. He now 
receives tutoring from an employee 
at a fellow nonprofit here in the city 
and has attended for months now. 
He doesn’t fight it, and he doesn’t 
have a bad attitude. God is fighting 
through the darkness in Antonio’s 
past, and I love watching it happen.
 
Angel and Yovanny are enrolled 
in a combined course that teaches 
third and fourth grade to older 
teens. Neither of these boys have 
been in classes for years, and I love 
watching them work through the 
mind cobwebs to see light bulbs 
come on. I’m proud to say they’re 
working hard. Both Angel and 
Yovany struggle to keep away from 
the streets and past addictions, 
but we believe in these sweet boys. 
Please continue to pray for their 
strength and perseverance.
  
Miguel and Dennis have struggled 
and fought through probably the 
most out of any of our kids, past 
or present. Their addictions con-
tinually pull them back to the 
street. But despite not living at 

Fighting for a Future: Breaking Chains teens 
begin a new year of academic classes
By Michael Carson
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our building, they show the desire 
to learn. We’re proud that despite 
their addictions and struggles, they 
are moving forward little by little, 
hopefully toward a brighter future. 
We ask you to pray especially for 
these two as they fight each day to 
stay drug free even with such easy 
access. And we ask your prayers for 
their persistence in attending their 
classes this year. 

Cristian and Erick are doing a 
combined course that includes the 
last years of high school in order to 
finish. In theory, this means they 
could be ready for college next year. 
Both of these boys have shown in-
credible promise. Erick is one of the 
smartest kids I have ever known, 

and Cristian one of the most hard-
working. But the boys will have to 
work exceptionally hard to pass 
this accelerated course. The idea of 
them attending college gives us an 
incredible pride and excitement for 
their futures. They are both strug-
gling with their past selves right 
now, and we can only pray they will 
see their self-worth in our Creator 
and keep up their fight.

We’re thrilled to see where the 
year goes for all these teens, and 
we praise God for all of you who 
find value in supporting each of 
them. Please continue to keep these 
students in your prayers this year as 
they seek to reach their goals and 
fight to stay the course.   

-

Sharing the love with 
school supplies
In addition to our sponsored BC 
students, we are also seeking to 
help several families who worship 
with us with school supplies. Public 
education in Honduras is free, but 
the cost of supplies (typically more 
than $50 per child) can keep some 
kids from attending classes. We are 
seeking to raise funds to provide 
10-15 families with the necessary 
school supplies this year. If you 
are interested in making a one-time 
donation of $25 or $50, please visit 
http://bchonduras.org/site/give.html. 

We still have a few teens 
in need of sponsorship. 
The cost to sponsor a 
teen for education and/or 
training is $50 per month. 
If you are interested in 
helping, please email 
courtney@bchonduras.org 
or visit our website to 
make a donation. 

Interested in teen 
sponsorship? 
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Urban ministry in Honduras - urban 
ministry anywhere - feels like a con-
stant struggle. There are days when 
the darkness seems so deep not even 
the brightest lights we shine make a 
difference. The ups and downs can 
overwhelm all of us, and Satan loves 
meddling and whispering in our 
ears how worthless we are. A few 
of our teens, little ones and families 
have had some rough weeks and, for 
some, even months. We would like 
you to know their situations and ask 
you to pray over their struggles, their 
daily fights and amazing personal 
potential. Each of them has a differ-
ent story, and each is struggling.

•	 Erick has fought so hard over 
the last year to get to where he is 
now. He was so far deep into var-
ious drugs that we never thought 
we would see his smart, sarcastic 
personality back in our ministry 
house again. But he made it. He 
even completed his year of school 
in November. Since then though, 
he has struggled more and more. 
I’m worried about him sinking 
back deep into drugs. He was 
recently kicked out of the build-
ing for a period of time because 
of drug use, but has earned his 
way back in. He has still kept up 
with school, and we’re praying he 
keeps that up. But he’s struggling 
so much right now. We don’t 
want him to be the Erick he was 
last year. Please pray for him to 
wake up before he falls into the 
darkness of his past.

•	 Little Escarlen started third grade 

this year at the bilingual school 
our kids attend. She’s now in her 
third year at Interamerican, and 
we’re so proud of how far she’s 
come. She has to work a lot hard-
er than some of our other kids to 
make good grades. The more I 
work with her the more I worry 
she’s mildly dyslexic. Her read-
ing level isn’t where it should be, 
but her whole class is also behind 
due to poor preparation from 
their second grade teacher who 
no longer works at the school. 
Luckily, it’s not just Escarlen. 
Next year in fourth grade she will 
have to receive classes entirely in 
English, and she’s far from ready 
for that. Please pray for her to 
believe in herself and continue to 
work hard. We believe in her and 
her beautiful heart for others.

•	 Dayana is the second youngest 
of the five Ochoa kids. If you 
know her, you know she’s a wild 
one and has lived most of her 
life without any consistency or 
discipline. When I first met her 
over two years ago, she appeared 
more like a wild animal than a 
little girl. Now that she lives with 
John and me, she has improved 
greatly just as a result of stabil-
ity. But her aversion to discipline 
and really anything other than 
playing makes most everything 
a constant fight. She has taken to 
throwing fits again to the point 
of breaking a few things. She has 
been told her whole life by her 
biological mother that’s she’s ac-
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In search of light: Seeking your 
prayers for our BC family
By Michael Carson
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tually crazy, and we’re fighting years of neglect and 
abuse. She has improved leaps and bounds since a 
year ago, but please keep this smart, beautiful little 
girl in your prayers. She’s struggling to behave in 
school, and we don’t want that to continue to inter-
fere with her learning.

•	 Miguel and Yahaira have been a part of our min-
istry for over two years now, and both are not 
currently living in our ministry house. They both 
continually fight an addiction to crack cocaine and 
a deeply low feeling of self-worth. They break our 
hearts on a regular basis with their inability to see 
how much God loves them and that He created 
them with a purpose. They both are living on the 
street right now. Miguel continually struggles with 
theft from a life of surviving that way, and Yahaira 
is deep into the darkness of drugs. Her little boy 
Angel is staying with John and me right now while 
she takes steps to be who God created her to be. 
We’re not sure how the next few weeks will go for 
Miguel or for Yahaira either. We love these two so 
much, and we beg you to pray for their hearts so 
far into darkness they’re not sure how to get out.

•	 Single-mom Martha moved out of our building last 
December after a successful transition through a 
beauty school. Her two kids, Henyi and Tobasqui, 
started private school this year thanks to some gen-
erous sponsors. We told Martha we would help her 
with one to two months rent as she got back onto 
her feet, and we showed her how to make a budget 

and what she needed to save. When she left, she 
had a job and a good base to be successful. Since 
then, she has lost her job and made little effort to 
save money. She is now on her third month out and 
recently got evicted from her apartment for not 
paying. We’re disappointed in Martha’s attitude and 
actions to provide for her family. She is currently 
looking for another job and staying with a friend 
for now. Please pray for Martha’s initiative and 
perseverance. And pray we can teach her how to 
best use her paycheck and maintain a job. Her kids 
need her, and we want the best for her little family.

•	 Richard and Suyapa’s family has been a part of 
our ministry for the past few years, but they are 
currently going through a difficult transition. 
Suyapa has decided to move out to live with fam-
ily in another city and has taken her three children 
(Brayan, Axel and Angi) with her. Richard is cur-
rently the only one still living at Breaking Chains. 
We ask your prayers for reconciliation of Richard 
and Suyapa’s relationship. And we especially ask 
your prayers for their children who are currently 
caught in the middle and unable to attend school 
this year because of the transition. Please pray that 
this family can heal, be restored and allow God to 
guide their futures. 

God is fighting through the darkness for all these sweet 
souls. Please keep them in your prayers as they fight 
with God’s help to move forward, change for the better 
and leave their pasts behind.

. 

Sunday mornings through the spring, summer and 
part of the fall, we will be diving into “The Story.” This 
is a great way of communicating the Bible by Max 
Lucado and Randy Fraze. Siney and I are excited to use 
the study questions for each chapter to have further 
discussions with the teens in small groups. The ulti-
mate goal is to add more biblical literacy to everyone 
which will lead to a more wholesome communal and 
spiritual life for all. If anyone would like to contribute 
to buying more copies of “The Story” for our teens to 
read and enjoy more often, they are $12 per copy, and 
you may donate online or via check. 

Experiencing The Story
By John Carson
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Prayer requests:

•	 Struggling	BC	members
•	 Education	program
•	 Funding	for	ministry	development
•	 Spring	and	summer	mission	teams	

Connect with us:

•	 www.bchonduras.org
•	 facebook.com/bchonduras
•	 twitter.com/bchonduras
•	 bchonduras.wordpress.com	

Sharing the BC Story
By courtney Mathews

In January and February, we were blessed with a few 
great opportunities to share the story of Breaking 
Chains to people across the U.S. 

321 Improv, a Christian comedy group, hosted a few 
nights of comedy to benefit Breaking Chains at the 
beginning of the year. Shows took place in Texas, Il-
linois, Michigan and Indiana. It was an incredible time 
of laughter, and it supported our work in Honduras 
at the same time. Through the events, we were thank-
ful for the opportunity to reconnect with some people 
and also share Breaking Chains with others for the first 
time. We are so grateful to 321 Improv (321Improv.
com) for using their incredible senses of humor to 
glorify God and share joy with our ministry.  

In January, we were blessed to have a booth again at 
Winterfest in Arlington, Texas, and another booth in 
February at the Gatlinburg, Tenn., event. Winterfest 
is such a great time for us to see so many people who 
have come down to Honduras and supported our 
ministry over the years. We love being able to update 
them on what God is doing, and also make some new 
friends who are interested in the cause of the ministry. 

Thank you to everyone who supported Breaking 
Chains through these different events. Our ministry 
could not exist without your prayer and support, and 
we thank God for you every day. 

To give financially to Breaking Chains, you may donate online 
through bchonduras.org or send check donations to P.O. box 
20454 oklahoma city, OK 73156. 

Above: 321 Improv performs a benefit 
show for BC in Bloomington, Ind. 

Below: Some Winterfest gatlinburg 
attendees show off their bracelets 
and headbands from the BC booth. 
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