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Making A Lasting 
Impact Through 
Sponsorship
By Michael Lemmons

Breaking Chains has the opportunity to change lives 
only because of our amazing friends like you. The souls 
we bless have you to thank for everything from the 
food we share and the houses we provide to the educa-
tion our little kids receive. Sponsors give us the sup-
port to provide hope. But sometimes sponsors share 
hope and love in many more ways than just finance.

One sponsor did just that last month. Jason Foster 
agreed in a matter of days back in January to support 
10-year-old Arol from our ministry. Arol is one of 
three kids living in our building and attending bilin-
gual school. 

Jason visited Honduras with his group last month and 
made a point to spend as much time with Arol as he 
could. He took Arol to eat, spent time with Arol at the 
building, hiked to the Jesus statue, played games and 
most importantly laughed. It wasn’t about what they 
did. It was all about their time together.

“I have never felt a more satisfying feeling than my 
trips to Honduras and sponsoring Arol at Breaking 
Chains,” Jason said. “I often teach my own children 
with the stories from my trips, and they often ask how 
Arol is doing and when they can meet him.”

Arol obviously affected Jason, but I’m not sure Jason 
realizes the impression he left on Arol. That impression 
was significant, and it will last.

Jason gave Arol someone to look up to. This little boy 
doesn’t know his father; he is part of a single-mother 
family. Arol doesn’t complain about this missing piece 

in his life, but I became very aware of just how much 
he craved that relationship after seeing him with Jason. 
He wouldn’t leave Jason’s side, he smiled more, and he 
most definitely did his homework.

“The night before we left Honduras I told Arol, ‘I think 
I had more fun than you,’” Jason said. “Then he spout-
ed something off in Spanish, and I asked Michael what 
he said. Michael said, ‘You lie.’ I looked back at him, 
and he had that little grin on his face–priceless.”

Arol got in trouble for having an attitude with me the 
other day. After we talked about the issue, he said, 
“You’re not going to tell Jason, are you?” I fought back 
a smile and said with the most serious look I could 
muster, “I will if it happens again.”

Arol didn’t respond this way out of fear; it was pure 
admiration. He didn’t want to disappoint this new 
presence in his life.

We want to thank Jason, his wife and kids and other 
sponsors who choose to profoundly impact the lives of 
souls they barely know or don’t know at all. You change 
the lives of those to whom we minister daily. 

To receive more information regarding 
sponsorship, please email mail@bchonduras.org. 
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Advancing an old 
cooking practice
By Teaven Taylor

When given a choice between a nice gas-burning 
stove and cooking over an open flame, the Honduran 
women we work with would choose cooking over the 
open flame every time. That is one of the many things 
I found out when I arrived to be an intern for Breaking 
Chains at the beginning of May. 

We were told that a room full of old wood (from the 
roof being replaced) needed to be turned into an out-
door kitchen for feeding at the building four nights a 
week. 

When I arrived, the women were using a fire burning 
on some tin on top of a wooden table. Needless to say, 
it was about to disintegrate. So my friend McKenzie 
Kemp and I sat down to design the kitchen, make a 
materials list and get an estimate of how much it would 
cost. When an awesome group of four men from 
Indianapolis arrived to supply labor and the necessary 
resources, the kitchen came together rather quickly. 

We built two cooking stations out of cinder block and 
mortar, with steel-plated cooking surfaces to keep the 
pots and pans from being covered with black soot. 
Then we built a 12-foot table for the opposite side of 
the room, complete with a tile countertop. 

Finally, we needed to do something with the smoke. 
Inevitably, you have quite a bit of it when burning 

things, so we implemented a ventilation system. 

I may have just graduated from Oklahoma Christian 
with a degree in mechanical engineering, but let me 
tell you, that does not guarantee that I am well-versed 
on the proper way to make outdoor wood-burning 
stoves with chimneys to funnel the smoke away. As a 
matter of fact, one night I was testing the stoves and 
nearly smoked everyone out of the building. I hope 
they forgive me for the coughing and itchy eyes. 

But the design improved, and the kitchen is in place 
and being used successfully to make meals for the 
homeless people from Tegucigalpa and for the fami-
lies living at Breaking Chains. It was incredible to see 
how quickly and successfully things can come together 
when a bunch of people with servant hearts come 
together with a common goal. 

Teaven is a 2012 graduate of Okla-
homa Christian University. She and 
current OC student McKenzie Kemp 
interned this summer with Break-
ing chains and designed our outdoor 
cooking space. 

Thanks to members of 
visiting missions teams 
through our friends 
At Torch Missions and 
some of our own BC 
groups, New ceilings 
are currently going up 
in the building!
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A broken world: 
mourning the 
loss of two of 
our BC Teens

Sometimes, even in the midst 
of ministry highs like welcom-
ing summer groups and building 
improvements, we get a harsh 
reminder of the world’s brokenness. 
That was true of last month, as we 
lost the lives of two of our BC teens: 
Jose de la Cruz, 17, and Emerson, 14. 

The boys left our building in the 
morning to go and buy milk for 
breakfast and never returned. Their 
bodies were later found, shot and 
left outside of the city. We don’t 
have many details about what 
happened after they left our build-
ing that morning. The boys may 
have been in the wrong place at 
the wrong time, or they may have 
chosen to not get milk and go out 
looking for trouble. Either way, we 
lost two sweet boys whom we loved 
and who were a big part of our fam-
ily at Breaking Chains. 

These boys endured lives that most 
of us cannot even imagine, pep-
pered with hardships like drugs, 
loss, violence, betrayal and rape. 
Still, they let us love them. They 
let us hug them. They shared their 
unspeakable stories with us and let 
us share our desire for God to work 
in their hearts. 

The tragedy happened on the heels 
of some great strides for both boys. 
Jose de la Cruz, whose body and 
history have long been marked by 
gang violence and drugs, had

stopped using cocaine entirely and 
had become a willing helper at 
our building. One of our groups 
last month spent some time at a 
special needs orphanage, and Jose 
tagged along. It was such an amaz-
ing moment to watch him, with his 
scarred body and only one full arm, 
get such joy from pushing around 
another child in need. This sweet 
yet conflicted soul was really trying 
to leave his past behind and seek 
God’s face. 

Emerson had recently returned to 
our building after a stay in a chil-
dren’s home in the city.  He was 
able, along with Jose, to help one 
of our groups build a house in the 
village of Izopo the day before his 
death. Emerson, who is reserved 
at times due to his painful past, 
was able to laugh, interact with the 
men from the U.S. group, take in 
the beauty of the mountainside and 
help build a home for someone in 
need. We are so thankful that he 
was able to experience that kind of 
joy. He had a kind spirit and loved 
being useful whenever one of us 

needed a hand. 

Though it was hard to lose the boys, 
it is a reminder of nothing more 
than the brokenness of the world 
we live in as a whole - not just the 
city of Tegucigalpa, Honduras. We 
pray that God allows us to minister 
to this broken population with His 
love, the good news of Jesus and 
the message that He is always able, 
regardless of circumstance. 

FEATURE

Please be in 
prayer for all 
of the Children, 
teens and adults 
at BC as they 
strive to seek 
God’s face and 
take steps 
forward in life, 
faith and healing. 

Please Pray for the families of Jose de la Cruz (left) 
and Emerson (right) as they deal with this loss. 
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Beauty in the broken: Summer groups bring 
light to Honduras and Breaking Chains
By Amber Foster

Also, A huge thanks to our May 
and June Interns. Your service is 
such an enormous blessing!

Summer is one of our favorite times 
of the year, and not because it is 
a vacation. In fact, our work load 
actually increases in the summer 
months, but it is incredibly blessed 
by the service and fellowship of 
visiting missions teams from the 
U.S. This summer, Breaking Chains 
is privileged to host twelve groups 
from all over the country. 

Especially in light of our recent loss 
at Breaking Chains, our visiting 
groups have been a tremendous re-
minder of the body of Christ in ac-
tion. Not only have they been here 
to serve the people of Honduras, 
but they have been here to serve 
us – as people, as U.S. missionaries 
trying to work our way through the 
ups and downs of urban ministry in 
an impoverished country. And they 
have come full of the Spirit to do 
the job. 

Our groups have reached out to us 
with comforting support, encour-
agement, prayer and a willingness 
to serve in whatever form that may 
take on a given day. And they’ve 
shown the light to those we work 

with. They have shown them God’s 
goodness and his ability to bring 
beauty through brokenness. 

They have taken our teens with 
them to build houses and visit chil-
dren’s homes, passed out food to 
our friends on the street and spun 
our children around in circles until 
they can barely stand from dizzi-
ness and laughter. They have shown 
that no matter how difficult the 
present, there is always hope in the 
future through Christ. 

We have always been grateful for 
the physical labor that groups put 
in when they come, but we are daily 
reminded of the importance of rela-
tionships. It is the faces and names 
of the group members that those 
to whom we minister remember 
long after the plate of food is gone 
or a new hole has been worn into a 
donated pair of shoes. 

We are so grateful to the U.S. 
groups who come truly desiring 
to be the hands and feet of Jesus. 
Those that are willing to say, “We 
don’t care what you look like or 

smell like. We don’t care about news 
reports that make your country 
seem dangerous. We don’t even care 
if we can’t speak the same language. 
You are a child of God, and I love 
you.” 

So thank you to Sunshine Church 
in Ohio, to the small team from 
North Central in Indiana, to Skia-
took Church in Oklahoma, to Al-
pine Church in Longview, Texas, to 
Crestview Church in Waco, Texas, 
and to the many others yet to visit 
this summer. Thanks also to all of 
the groups from different ministries 
who choose to come and share a 
portion of their time with Breaking 
Chains. We appreciate the light. 

McKenzie Kemp 

Teaven Taylor

Caitlin Osborn

Alli Booth

Noah Combs

Nate Soper

Heather 
Sallstrom

Haylie 
Kirkendall

John 
Canterbury

Audrey Smith
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Prayer requests:

•	 Continued	ministry	development
•	 Teen	education	and	vocation	programs
•	 Hiring	of	Honduran	employees
•	 Summer	groups	and	interns	
•	 Education	programs

Connect with us:

•	 www.bchonduras.org
•	 facebook.com/bchonduras
•	 twitter.com/bchonduras
•	 bchonduras.wordpress.com	

A beautiful lesson in 
relationship
By Courtney Mathews

Sometimes you meet someone and it impacts you for 
the minute. Other times you meet someone and it im-
pacts you for a lifetime.

Seven years ago on a trip to Honduras, Mark William-
son and a group from North Central Church of Christ 
in Indianapolis met a young man name Hermon in a 
village called Izopo - and it was a moment of impact.

Hermon has several health issues, including a speech 
impediment and impaired use of his legs among other 
disabilities. When they first met, Hermon had been us-
ing a pair of crutches that was many sizes too small, so 
the team built him a new pair and built a relationship 
in the process.

Mark and Hermon would continue to see each other 
with each visit Mark made to Honduras, and the team 
continued to dream about how they could help Hermon.

Seven years ago, Mark built Hermon a pair of crutches. 
This year, the team built him much more than that.

Four men from North Central along with some of our 
BC team and teens constructed one of our 16x16 wood
frame houses in which Hermon, his mother and his
brother can now live together.

It was such a full-circle moment to watch a relation-
ship that has been growing for years produce such 
beautiful fruit. We were able to chat with Hermon and 
his mother and hear about how Hermon is attending 
school and, awesomely, gave his life to Christ and was 
baptized this year.

Arguably the most beautiful moment was the house 
dedication. Years ago, Mark, his wife and their friend 
John Sharkitt took a picture with Hermon in Izopo. 
Since then, they have kept the framed picture in their 
houses and pray for Hermon daily. This year, they were 
able to tell Hermon that story and present him with a 
framed photo of his own to hang in his very own house.

It was such a blessing to watch the family of God at 
work and know that, thanks to Hermon’s decision, this 
relationship can continue after this life in a much big-
ger house - no crutches necessary.

We are still seeking people to round out our search for 25 donors 
who are willing to contribute $100 per month for one year. If 
you are interested, please contact us at mail@bchonduras.org. 

John (left), Hermon (middle) and Mark 
(right) pose for a photo in front of the 
newly hung photo in Hermon’s house. 


