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40 for 40 and then some: 

Breaking
Chains
H o n d u r a s

February 2017

We need your help to purchase school 
supplies for our BC Church Kids!
By Michael Carson

-LINKED-

As part of our education initiative, we aim to help 
families from both our church and nearby communi-
ties with school supplies for their kids. Though public 
education in Honduras is technically free (meaning 
no monthly tuition), families are still responsible for 
purchasing school supplies and uniforms for their 
children. 

Schools in Honduras give out lists to each of their 
students that include basic supplies like crayons all the 
way to very specific items like special notebooks and 
toilet paper to help stock the classroom. The cost to 
purchase the supplies, coupled with the fact that many 
families have multiple children for whom to purchase, 
makes back-to-school season incredibly burdensome 
for parents who are already struggling. 

Without these supplies, many students are often not 
accepted, and even if they are, they can’t receive a 
proper education. How would you teach a kid math 

without a ruler or a preschooler without crayons? 

Last year, we were able to purchase supplies for more 
than 150 children. This year, we have a goal of pur-
chasing for at least that many or more. Each child’s 
school supply lists costs around $50 to fulfill. We will 
combine all of the donations we receive and purchase 
supplies for as many children as funds allow. 

Will you consider donating for a child’s future? Please 
consider getting with your extended family, small 
group, business or church and donating to provide for 
as many children as you’re able. This is a great oppor-
tunity to make a quick, one-time contribution that will 
impact a child (or children) all year long. 

You can read more about our education initiative 
through the blog on our website (bchonduras.org/
blog). You can make donations online at bchonduras.
org/donate or by sending check contributions to P.O. 
Box 20454 Oklahoma City, OK 73156. 
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Seeking prayers for new young adults 
in the Breaking Chains Family 
By Amber Foster

Working with young adults in urban ministry can be tough. When we welcome someone into our family, we 
don’t know how long they will stay. Some choose to embrace the opportunity, fight to stay on the right path and 
allow God and our BC staff space in their hearts. Others decide that the call of freedom and the streets is too 
great, and they leave our doors after just a short time. And others fall somewhere in between. 

Regardless of the amount of time we have with someone, it is our commitment to love them, to give them stabil-
ity, to set boundaries and urge respect, to model God’s grace and healing power, and to teach them about family. 
We know we cannot reach everyone, but we pray continually that God uses our open doors to plant seeds. And 
we trust that He will continue the nurturing and the harvest - whether that happens within our walls or far away. 

We have three new young adults in our ministry, and we ask you to pray for them on their new journeys.  

JOSE MANUEL: 19-year-old Jose Manuel came to us after bounc-
ing around children’s homes and then ending up without options, 
asking friends to put him up temporarily. He interviewed with us 
right before Christmas break. We told him we would happily give 
him an opportunity, but he would have to wait until after the break. 
He then went out and found and maintained a seasonal job so that 
he wouldn’t be a burden on the family that was putting him up tem-
porarily. Since joining us, he has been a model of respect, manners 
and responsibility. There’s always a chance we are still in the honey-
moon phase (almost each new person that joins us has one), but we 
have high hopes for Manuel as he seeks to move forward.
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21-year-old Aroni has been living with me since November when her son 
Ian was born. She came to live at Breaking Chains in August on a referral 
of some friends at another local ministry called Casa Esther. 

Aroni can only be described as a joy. She is helpful, appreciative, and 
seeks out ways to both be a part of our family and give back what has 
been given to her. She hangs bible verses around her room and speaks 
openly about the opportunities God has given her. She is a great example 
to the other girls we work with and a wonderful mother to Ian.  

Aroni’s joy is a gift from God. She has a painful background, and she is 
allowing God to heal that and use her for His Kingdom. Aroni is plan-
ning on starting Saturday school in a couple of weeks and has begun to 
look for jobs at daycares that would possibly allow her to bring Ian. 

We are very excited to see what God does in the life of our sweet Aroni. 
We ask that you join us in prayer that Aroni can keep allowing God to 
guide her into a purposeful, joy-filled future. 

Aroni: Choosing the joy of the lord
By Amber Foster

young adults continued...
KAREN: Karen is a tough case. We’re still not sure we’ll be able to 
help Karen but, along with our good friend Christy Owen from 
a local deaf ministry, we have committed to try. Karen is roughly 
25 years old. We don’t know her exact age because Karen has no 
language. Karen is deaf and also has some psychological and de-
velopmental delays. She has a past filled with hurt by people who 
were meant to care for her. The first step in working with Karen is 
teaching her that we are worth trusting and that we have her best 
interest at heart. Christy will be teaching everyone at BC, includ-
ing Karen, basic Honduran sign language. She is also helping us 
connect with the deaf community here so that Karen can eventu-
ally have some job opportunities and connection with her peers. 

MICHELLE: We don’t know much about Michelle just yet. She 
came to us on Sunday after bouncing around on the streets for 
two years. She ended up on the streets after her mom took her 
out of the children’s home where she was raised (and learned to 
speak English), then kicked her out again as a teenager. She seems 
responsible, she seems to have a chip on her shoulder, and she 
seems to be seeking safety and love above all else.  

Thank you for supporting us as we try to mirror Christ to these 
hurting hearts. Please pray that we always seek God’s wisdom and 
discernment as we share His love and plant seeds of hope. 



Summer Recap
By Courtney Sullivan

Our eight bilingual school 
kids began the second half 
of their school year last 
month, and we’re proud 
of all their hard work. For 
our teenagers and the rest 
of our education program 
students, the 2017 school 
year begins this month, and 
we ask for your prayers as 
we prepare them for a new 
year.

Dayana, Escarlen and Mi-
chel recently finished their 
week of exams at High Val-
ley, and now they’re starting 
their third partial. Mean-
while, Jennifer, Francois, 
Arol, Jonathan and Allison 
finished up their partial 
with a period of exams at 
Integrity Academy. Each 
school has four partials to 
complete the year. We now 
have two down and only 
two to go!

We have several new teen-
agers in our ministry since 
back-to-school time last 
year. It is a challenge ev-
ery year to find the right 
fit for our teens and each 
of their unique situations. 
We’re very proud of Bryan, 
Arturo, Dixon, Jimmy and 
Escarleth who all passed last 
year with much hard work, 
a few rough spots and a lot 
of determination on their 

part and the part of our 
entire staff. 

Bryan, Arturo and Jimmy 
will continue in their high 
schools this year, and Escar-
leth will continue to catch 
up with her elementary 
education. We’re changing 
schools for Dixon because 
the last school was simply 
too disorganized, and she 
will finish her high school 
education this year. Mean-
while, Victor, Ricardo, Man-
uel and Michelle are new 
since last year, and we’re 
currently searching for the 
right fit for their different 
situations and ambitions. 

Our Santa Monica kid-
dos begin their school year 
February 7th. We now have 
more secondary school 
students at Santa Monica 
(a school we have worked 
with since the beginning of 
our program five years ago) 
than elementary. Marjorie 
and Leo will finish their last 
year of middle school this 
year in 9th grade, Nayeli 
and Henyi will continue 
with middle school in 8th 
grade, and Maholy starts 
middle school in 7th grade. 
Melvin and Tobasqui are 
now our only elementary 
kids at Santa Monica, and 
they will begin third grade 

this year. We’re grateful for 
our partnership at Santa 
Monica, and we only hope 
to continue to grow the pos-
itive relationship we have 
with them.

We also have three other 
little ones in schools that 
better suit each kid’s needs 
and their family situa-
tions. Rosie will begin third 
grade with her second year 
at Penzotti in bilingual 
school. We are also help-
ing two other girls through 
our street ministry – one 
of whom we have helped 
for several years now and 
another who is new to our 
program. Little Alba will 
begin third grade at her 
school Jardin de Ninos, and 
this year we’re starting little 
Ashley in a school around 
the corner from her home 
that works well logistically 
for her single mother.

Please pray for all our stu-
dents about to begin their 
2017 school year as well as 
our kiddos who will finish 
in a few months with their 
2016-2017 school year. We 
ask you to also cover our 
BC team in prayer as we 
continue to help our be-
loved students. 

Thanks for all your support!

Back-to-school season begins for many 
education program students; Bilingual 
school kids seek to finish year strong
 By Michael Carson
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We’ve said it before and we’ll say it again. Beach Christmas is one of our favorite times of the year. In addition to 
the beautiful scenery and wonderful presents, it provides a much needed pause for communion and gratitude in 
our hectic lives. 

This year was no different. We loved returning to the beaches of Amapala with many of our long-time family 
members, and we relished in sharing it with new faces experiencing it for the first time. All year, our BC family has 
fought through the ups and downs of life. Beach Christmas gave us an opportunity to rest. 

During the weekend, we laughed as Antonio, Victor, Ricardo and the other teens attempted (mostly unsuccess-
fully) to build human pyramids in the water. Our hearts grew a few sizes watching Luis, Eugenio and Jose lovingly 
push their children around on inflatable floats. We shared a sense of peace as Martha, Erika, Edis and Lorna chatted 
and watched their kids spend carefree time in the pool. We were amazed by how many times in a row Melvin and 
Tobasqui could jump in and out of the water without tiring. We ate wonderful food prepared by our beach family 
hosts. And we thanked God together for His faithfulness and constant hand in our lives. 

We are so thankful to all of the wonderful sponsors who contributed to make this trip possible. Thank you for valu-
ing relationships and God’s renewal, and for choosing to make our weekend so special. You can check out more 
photos in the Beach Christmas 2016 album at Facebook.com/bchonduras. 

Thank you for giving our family a 
wonderful Beach Christmas!
By Courtney Sullivan 
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Prayer requests:

•	 School	supply	support
•	 Education	program
•	 New	minister	search
•	 Education	assistant	search

Connect with us:

•	 www.bchonduras.org
•	 facebook.com/bchonduras
•	 instagram.com/bchonduras

To partner financially with Breaking Chains, you may donate 
online through bchonduras.org/donate or send check 
donations to P.O. box 20454 Oklahoma city, OK 73156. 
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Seeking your prayers as we look to hire 
new Breaking Chains team members
By Courtney Sullivan
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As Breaking Chains continues to 
grow year after year, so does our 
need to expand our team. We are 
already blessed with wonderful 
Honduran team members in Wual-
ter Osorio, our youth minister, and 
house parents Oscar Rivera and 
Alba Lobo. 

This year, some of our staffing goals 
include hiring a new Honduran 
preacher and an education assis-
tant. We are very blessed that the 
majority of the funds for the year 
for these positions have already 
been secured. The task now is to 
find candidates that connect with 
our team and share the ministry’s 
purpose and passion. We ask that 
you join us in praying that God will 
direct us to the right people and 
give us wisdom. 

Our new preacher will be respon-
sible for working with our church 
congregation as well as engaging in 
street outreach and ministering to 

the communities Breaking Chains 
serves. Please pray that we are able 
to find a candidate with a passion 
for urban ministry and a heart that 
can reach people in difficult situa-
tions with the love of Christ. 

Hiring an education assistant will 
ensure that we are able to appro-
priately maintain and grow our 
various education initiatives. The 
assistant will be responsible for 
working alongside Michael Carson 
and the various schools BC kids 
attend. He or she will help make 
sure the students have the supplies 
they need to complete assignments, 
are behaving well in school and 
are receiving the appropriate level 
of academic and personal support 
they need for growth. Please pray 
that we can find a wonderful candi-
date to fill this need. 

Thank you for your continued 
prayers and support as we seek to 
expand our team! 

Thank you for joining 
us in praying for our 
Breaking Chains Team. 


